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Um Kalthoum
Um Kalthoum, child name Fatma Ibrahim as – Sayed El-Beltagi, was born on 30th December, 1898.  She was given many nick names du to her prowess as a singer among them “The Star of the East”. Long after her death, Um Kalthoum is still considered by many as the greatest Arab singer in history. She was born in Tamay ez-Zahayra village in El Senbellawein, Dakahlia Governorate, Egypt. At her young age, Um Kalthoum exhibited anexceptional singing talent. Her father, who was an imam at a local mosque taught her to recite the Quran. It is said that Um Kalthoum ended up memorizing the entire book of Quaran. At twelve, her father, a director of a small singing troupe, disguised her as a boy and joined her in the performing group.
At the age of sixteen, Um Kalthoum was noticed by a modestly famous singer, Mohammed Abu al-lla who taught her the old classical Arab repertoire. After few years, she met Zekaria Ahmad, a famous composer at the time, who gave her an invite to come to Cairo. After several visits to Cairo, Um Kalthoum decided to settle at the city in 1923. On several occasions, Um Kalthoum was invited to house of Amin Beh Al Mahdy who taught her to play the oud, a certain type of lute.  She was introduced to the cultural circles in Cairo by Amin Beh Al Mahdy. Because Um kalthoum took pride in her humble origin and her conservative values, she carefully avoided the bohemian lifestyle of the city.
Um Kalthoum was introduced to Ahmad Rami, a famous poet at the time, who wrote one hundred and thirty-seven songs for her. Rami was a great admirer of the French literature following his studies at Sorbonne in Paris, which he introduced to her. Rami became Kalthoum’s mentor in literary analysis and Arabic literature. Furthermore, she was introduced to Mohammed el Qasabgi, a reknowned old virtuoso and composer who introduced her to the Arabic thetre palace. This is where she experienced her first real public success.
In 1932, Kalthoum’s fame as a singer skyrocketed through sales of her music records to the point where she embarked on a major tour in the middle east. She performed in important Arab cities such as Beirut, Tunisia, Damascus and Tripoli. Her success as a singer is owed to various factors among them, the stiff competition she got from other two famous singers Fathiyya Ahmad and Mounira El Mahdeya who also had great voices. Kalthoum had an edge over them because of her ability to take control of her voice and an emotive vocal impact she exhibited which attracted many musicians, lyricists and composers to work with her.
Later on, in the mid-1930s, she signed for the inaugural broadcast of Radio Cairo, the state station. Due to her appearances in musical movies and the live broadcasting of her of her concerts performed on the first Thursday of each month of her musical season (October to June), she became the most popular Arab singer in 1930s. In her songs, Kalthoum dealt with universal themes of longing, love and loss.
In 1946, she deified all odds and presented a religious poem in classical Arabic during one of her monthly concerts. The poem was written by Ahmed Shawqi and composed by Ryad Sunbati. A poem by Ibrahim Nagis, “Al - Atlai” (“The Ruins”) composed by Sunbati and sung by Um Kalthoum that premiered in 1966 is considered her best song. Um Kalthoum started to collaborate with composer Mohammed Abdel Wahab at around 1965 and the first song composed by him that she sang was “Enta Omri” (“You are my life”). She also sang for composers such as Mohammad El Mougi, Balgh Hamdi and Sayed Mekawy.
Um Kalthoum died on February 3, 1975 at the age of 76. Her funeral procession became a national event with about 4 million grief-stricken Egyptians lining the streets to bid last respect to her.
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